PERSONALITIES
leave knowing that they had really learnt something valuable.
His action and bearing at Le Cateau in the Retreat of 1914 is
already embodied in history. I always look upon Smith-
Dorrien as the one big soldier of the Great War from whom
the country did not get full value, not through any fault of
Smith-Dorrien. Far from it, I have always understood that
he and General French had not got on amicably for years,
and that this came to a climax when French was C.-in-C.
and Smith-Dorrien was in Command of the Second Army.
The British Army was the loser. In the latter part of the
war he went tQ East Africa, but his health broke down.
He was very much liked as Governor of Gibraltar. He had
a most charming and attractive way with him which inspired
confidence.
Field Marshal Lord Haig was quite different. Equally
charming and kind to those who served under him, and
himself an intense student of war, he was very gready
handicapped by being unable to speak. One felt at all his
conferences and public speeches that he had all the stuff there
but could not put it out. It was strange for a man who had
stood before so many thousands of troops and audiences, but
he never got over it and, but for that handicap, I always
understood that he would have been Governor-General of
Canada.
I think that it was the inability to express his views in public
which made Mr. Lloyd George, with his extra quick brain,
impatient when dealing with Lord Haig. The latter also
found difficulties when ruling -with Marshal Foch, especially
in the later stages. The canny Scot was taking nothing for
granted. He had a very difficult part to play and played it
loyally.
I was with Lord Plumer at the Doullens Conference when
Haig loyally accepted his subordination to Marshal Foch.
One must remember that Mr. Lloyd George hated the Western
Front, and was only too anxious to divert troops from that
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